 English Curriculum Overview 2026-27

	HALF-TERM
	KS3 Year 1
	KS3 Year 2
	KS3 Year 3
	KS4 Year 1
	KS4 Year 2

	1
	Group A: The Island – Transitional work – writing to imagine/explore/entertain. Writing to inform/explain/describe – key writing techniques – collaborative work – planning and drafting. SMSC: Social choices/Cultural factors

Group B: School Magazine – organisational features. Writing to persuade/writing to inform/explain/describe. Writing to review. SMSC – Social factors around school

Group C: Poetry – Reading, analysing, critiquing a range of poetry. Comparing poems and writing their own to display the skills learnt. SMSC – Cultural factors






	Group A:  The Island – Transitional work – writing to imagine/explore/entertain. Writing to inform/explain/describe – key writing techniques – collaborative work – planning and drafting. SMSC: Social choices/Cultural factors

Group B: School Magazine – organisational features. Writing to persuade/writing to inform/explain/describe. Writing to review. SMSC – Social factors around school

Group C: Poetry – Reading, analysing, critiquing a range of poetry. Comparing poems and writing their own to display the skills learnt. SMSC – Cultural factors

	Group A:  The Island – Transitional work – writing to imagine/explore/entertain. Writing to inform/explain/describe – key writing techniques – collaborative work – planning and drafting. SMSC: Social choices/Cultural factors

Group B:  School Magazine – organisational features. Writing to persuade/writing to inform/explain/describe. Writing to review. SMSC – Social factors around school

Group C: Poetry – Reading, analysing, critiquing a range of poetry. Comparing poems and writing their own to display the skills learnt. SMSC – Cultural factors

	
Autumn 1 Language                                                                                                              
Baseline task – Writing to describe.
Break-down of a Paper One. Inference of 21st Century fiction, looking at context. Information retrieval and interpretation (Q1) Language analysis (Q2) – Writer’s use of structure for ...? (Q3) – evaluating a text within context (Q4) and writing practice – consideration of classic narrative structure, use of Freytag Pyramids and relating such ideas to a text students have studied. Attempting to boost comprehension skills when reading
SMSC – potential for social, also cultural, including historical
Autumn1 Literature
Shakespeare Play – Macbeth.
Focus on Social/Historical context. Understanding main ideas and themes and character.
Personal interpretation and depth of responses and use of quotation and analysis of language. Read/Analyse the play Practice question tasks. SMSC: Social/historical context; the role of women in society

	Autumn 1 Language
Revise Paper 1 Qs 1-4
Practice P1 Q5
New materials to coincide with changes to the wording of GCSE English Language Paper One and Paper Two are now in place

Autumn 1 Literature
Revise Macbeth and complete exam practice tasks.



	2
	
Group A: Food: Non-fiction – Writing to inform/explain/describe – key language features and techniques for non-fiction.
Opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
SMSC – Social/cultural factors
Linked to careers

Group B:  Style: Non-fiction – Writing to inform/explain/describe – key language features and techniques for non-fiction.
Opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
SMSC – Social/cultural factors
Linked to careers

Group C: Music: Non-fiction – Writing to inform/explain/describe – key language features and techniques for non-fiction.
Opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
SMSC – Social/cultural factors







	
Group A: Food: Non-fiction – Writing to inform/explain/describe – key language features and techniques for non-fiction.
Opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
SMSC – Social/cultural factors
Linked to careers
 

Group B:  Style: Non-fiction – Writing to inform/explain/describe – key language features and techniques for non-fiction.
Opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
SMSC – Social/cultural factors
Linked to careers

Group C:  Music: Non-fiction – Writing to inform/explain/describe – key language features and techniques for non-fiction.
Opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
SMSC – Social/cultural factors




	
Group A:  Food: Non-fiction – Writing to inform/explain/describe – key language features and techniques for non-fiction.
Opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
SMSC – Social/cultural factors
Linked to careers

Group B:  Style: Non-fiction – Writing to inform/explain/describe – key language features and techniques for non-fiction.
Opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
SMSC – Social/cultural factors
Linked to careers

Group C: Music: Non-fiction – Writing to inform/explain/describe – key language features and techniques for non-fiction.
Opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
SMSC – Social/cultural factors


	
Autumn 2 Language
Language Paper Two
Look at writing to argue/persuade/advise/Inform/Explain/Describe. Language analysis and interpretation. Recognition that edited articles should be used for purposes of length for students with reading difficulties.
Practice writing literature in context of Paper Two. Paper Two breakdown.
SMSC – Social/cultural
Autumn 2 Literature
SMSC - Social Historical context of the C19 novel for Literature paper – Possible consideration of pre-20th century texts around Victorian London– newspaper reports (contemporary and modern) to be compared and used to write about literary texts.
Read C19 novel – A Christmas Carol Read key extracts and relate to whole novel. Language analysis, authorial intent/social/historical/spiritual/moral context (SMSC). Practice literature paper task.
Plus: revision for mock examinations

	Autumn 2 Language
Revise Paper 2 Writing to synthesize information; writing to compare. Potential for paired texts exercises from C19/C20/C21
Revise Functional Skills L1/L2 Reading and Writing
Complete any new or outstanding SPL&C presentations.

Autumn 2 Literature
Revisit A Christmas Carol for examination practice, key quotation revision and language analysis.


	3
	
Group A: Introduction to Careers – Looking at advertisements for jobs and the features they use.
Non-fiction language analysis – 
Pre-twentieth Century Writing – language analysis – writing to imagine/explore/entertain 
key language techniques – changes in language over time – preparation for GCSE Paper One and Paper Two Section A using extracts from Dracula 
SMSC – Social/historical factors


 SMSC – Social/Cultural/Spiritual - reflective choices/understanding of use/employment of language to persuade

Group B:  Pre-20th Century Writing – Great Expectations: An introduction to the story, analysing extracts, considering characterisation, creative writing based on the story – linked to Paper One at GCSE
SMSC
Moral considerations around death, theft, personal desires versus professional needs


Group C: Introduction to Careers – Looking at advertisements for jobs and the features they use.
SMSC – Social/Cultural/Spiritual - reflective choices/understanding of use/employment of language to persuade


A Christmas Carol: An introduction to the story and central characters of the story; together with some analysis of pre-twentieth century writing as compared to the skills learnt in previous units. SMSC Spiritual aspects/Moral factors/consideration of charity



	
Group A: Introduction to Careers – Looking at advertisements for jobs and the features they use.
SMSC – Social/Cultural/Spiritual - reflective choices/understanding of use/employment of language to persuade

Pre-twentieth Century Writing – language analysis – writing to imagine/explore/entertain key language techniques – changes in language over time – preparation for GCSE Paper One and Paper Two Section A using extracts from Dracula 
SMSC – Social/historical factors



Group B:  Pre-20th Century Writing – Great Expectations: An introduction to the story, analysing extracts, considering characterisation, creative writing based on the story – linked to Paper One at GCSE
SMSC
Moral considerations around death, theft, personal desires versus professional needs


Group C:  Introduction to Careers – Looking at advertisements for jobs and the features they use.
SMSC – Social/Cultural/Spiritual - reflective choices/understanding of use/employment of language to persuade

A Christmas Carol: An introduction to the story and central characters of the story; together with some analysis of pre-twentieth century writing as compared to the skills learnt in previous units. SMSC Spiritual aspects/Moral factors/consideration of charity


	
Group A: Introduction to Careers – Looking at advertisements for jobs and the features they use/Writing letters of application/Creating a CV
SMSC – Social/cultural factors
Pre-twentieth Century Writing – language analysis – writing to imagine/explore/entertain key language techniques – changes in language over time – preparation for GCSE Paper One and Paper Two Section A using extracts from Dracula 
SMSC – Social/historical factors


Group B: Pre-20th Century Writing – Great Expectations: An introduction to the story, analysing extracts, considering characterisation, creative writing based on the story – linked to Paper One at GCSE
SMSC
Moral considerations around death, theft, personal desires versus professional needs


Group C:
A Christmas Carol: An introduction to the story and central characters of the story; together with some analysis of pre-twentieth century writing as compared to the skills learnt in previous units. SMSC Spiritual aspects/Moral factors/consideration of charity



	
Spring 1 Language
Preparation and research into SPL&C component. Practice and completion of individual presentations for SPL&C for GCSE and Functional Skills L1. Undertake Group SPL&C activities for Functional Skills L1
Potential to be completed as a ‘mock interview’ in line with KS3 work on careers – SMSC – Social/cultural/moral factors
Revision of Paper One Question 5 – Writing longer form responses to write ‘descriptively’ or ‘narratively’.
Spring 1 Literature
Approaching an unseen poem – questions to ask oneself. Revision of poetic terms/language analysis – linked to levels of interpretation with literature texts. Comparing unseen poems.
SMSC - Cultural

	Spring 1 Language
Paper 1/Paper 2 Revision continued with exam practice included.
Functional Skills L1/L2 revision and practice/entry.

Spring 1 Literature
Revise Poetic skills/analysis – revise Unseen Poetry examination Practice questions.

Revise An Inspector Calls


	4
	
Group A: Shakespeare – Language analysis: SMSC - social/historical context – extended writing/script writing. Thematic exploration through language. Changes in language over time. Key language features. The basic story of
Romeo and Juliet 

Group B: Shakespeare – The central story and a close consideration of the characters of Macbeth
SMSC - social/historical context
Group C: Shakespeare – The central story and a consideration of the characters in The Tempest
SMSC - social/historical context



	
Group A: Shakespeare – Language analysis – SMSC social/historical context – thematic exploration through language – script writing - opportunity for drama activities – extended writing – changes in language over time
Analysing Act Two Scene Two of Romeo and Juliet and re-writing it for a modern audience

Group B: Shakespeare – Analysing Lady Macbeth – her key scenes and character; answering the question: ‘Was she really a “fiend-like Queen”?’
SMSC - social/historical context

Group C: Shakespeare – Analysing how similar and how different Prospero and Caliban are in The Tempest
SMSC - social/historical context
	
Group A: Shakespeare – Language analysis: SMSC- Including spiritual/social/historical context – extended writing/script writing. Thematic exploration through language. Changes in language over time. Key language features. Writing to persuade – opportunity for speaking and listening activities. – Responding to a GCSE question on Romeo and Juliet
SMSC - social/historical context
Group B: Shakespeare – Responding to a GCSE question on Macbeth scaffolded response.
SMSC - social/historical context
Group C: Shakespeare – Responding to a GCSE question on The Tempest, scaffolded response
SMSC - social/historical context


	
Spring 2 Language
Study for Functional Skills L1 or L2 Read and Writing
Completion of any outstanding SPL&C presentations/Group activities
Revise Language Paper Two – Writing to Inform/Explain/Describe/Argue/Persuade/Advise
Spring 2 Literature
Literature Poetry cluster – either Love and Relationships or Power and Conflict
SMSC – Social/cultural/spiritual/moral aspects

Group work and discussion, comparison, and analytical work – skills approach and transference of skills – interpretation. Work and exploration of alternative viewpoints – ways of responding to questions. Work on the first six poems, practice comparing them on a given theme using past papers.
SMSC – Social/cultural/spiritual/moral aspects

	Spring 2 Language
Explore writing to express a viewpoint: crafting of writing, in timed conditions with accuracy. Explore Writing to describe/narrate linked to Paper 2 Qs 4 and 5. 
Potential for extra Functional Skills Entry.

Spring 2 Literature
Paper 1/Paper 2 and Poetry Cluster revision and exam practice.


	5


	
Group A: The Novel – Social/historical context/SMSC - Social/moral/cultural factors – writing to imagine/explore/entertain – language analysis – key language features and their effects – exploration of reading for pleasure.
 Two weeks with the Queen 

Group B: The Novel – Private Peaceful
SMSC – social/historical/moral factors and choices
Group C: The Novel – I am Not A Loser by Barry Loser
SMSC – Social/cultural factors
	
Group A: The Novel – Social/historical context/SMSC - social/cultural/historical/moral factors writing to imagine/explore/entertain – language analysis – key language features and their effects – exploration of reading for pleasure – opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
Al Capone Does My Shirts 

Group B: The Novel – A Kestrel for a Knave
SMSC - social/cultural/historical factors
Group C: The Novel – The boy who made everyone laugh
SMSC – Social/cultural factors
	
Group A: The Novel – Social/historical context/SMSC - social/cultural/historical factors - writing to imagine/explore/entertain – language analysis – key language features and their effects – exploration of reading for pleasure – opportunity for speaking and listening activities -
 A Kestrel for a Knave

Group B: The Novel - The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time
SMSC – social/moral/cultural aspects
Group C: The Novel – The Outsiders
SMSC – Social/historical/cultural/moral factors and choices

	
Summer 1 Language
Reading - Thematic Approach – P1 C20/C21 fiction. Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. Analysis of how writers use language and structure – key language features and techniques. NB – There is a very good video lesson on Oak National Academy using Virginia Woolf on this topic.
Critical evaluation of textual references for Paper 1 Qs 1-4. Revise P1 Q5 Writing to describe or narrate; focus on accuracy, working under timed conditions and proof-reading. SMSC – Social/cultural aspects
Summer 1 Literature
Read An Inspector Calls. Consider (SMSC) social/historical context, authorial intent, and background. Consider themes, characters, ideas, language analysis; use of quotation and textual reference to support interpretation. Look to raise critical responses and interpretations that are qualified with knowledge and textual reference.
Practice examination question – writing to analyse and reflect directly to the question.

	As Above

	6
	
Group A: Creative Writing – inspired by famous paintings. Writing to imagine/explore/entertain. Writing to describe – linked to GCSE study. Key language features, key writing techniques
SMSC – social/cultural
Group B: 
Creative Writing – inspired by sweets – key elements of narrative structure and writing for specific purposes – key language features for narrative writing – key techniques for narrative writing – preparation for GCSE Paper One Section B
SMSC – social/cultural

Group C:  Creative Writing – inspired by colour– key elements of narrative structure and writing for specific purposes – key language features for narrative writing – key techniques for narrative writing – preparation for GCSE Paper One Section B
SMSC – social/cultural



	
Group A: TV-Show – Writing to persuade – key language features for writing to persuade/writing for different purposes/audiences/genres – language analysis – key language techniques – opportunity for speaking and listening activities.
SMSC – Social/cultural
Group B:  Pre-twentieth Century Writing – language analysis – writing to imagine/explore/entertain key language techniques – changes in language over time – preparation for GCSE Paper One and Paper Two Section A using extracts from Dracula. 
SMSC – social/historical/cultural

Cycle C:  Creative Writing – inspired by colour/sweets or by days of the week – key elements of narrative structure and writing for specific purposes – key language features for narrative writing – key techniques for narrative writing – preparation for GCSE Paper One Section B
SMSC – social/cultural


	
Group A: Alternative Poetry – preparation for GCSE unseen poetry – language analysis – key features of poetry writing – approaching unseen poetry – poetry comparison.
SMSC – spiritual/cultural

Group B: The Gothic – Reading work on Gothic genre material; extracts from across the centuries covering novels and poetry for pleasure, analysis and skills building.
 
Group C:  Creative Writing – Random Story – key elements of narrative structure and writing for specific purposes – key language features for narrative writing – key techniques for narrative writing.
SMSC – social/historical/cultural


	Summer 2 Language
Study for Functional Skills L1 or L2 Read and Writing
Completion of any outstanding SPL&C presentations/Group activities
Revise Language Paper Two – Writing to Inform/Explain/Describe/Argue/Persuade/Advise
Summer 2 Literature
Literature Poetry cluster – either Love and Relationships or Power and Conflict
SMSC – Social/cultural/spiritual/moral aspects

Group work and discussion, comparison, and analytical work – skills approach and transference of skills – interpretation. Work and exploration of alternative viewpoints – ways of responding to questions. Complete cluster and do practice questions.
Revise Unseen Poetry




	







