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Reading at The Aspire Academy 2024-25 

At The Aspire Academy we believe that every child has the right to high quality teaching and learning opportunities that help them develop essential literacy skills, providing them with the opportunity to fulfil their potential whilst at school and in the future.

Aims:
· To encourage a positive attitude to reading and foster a knowledge and appreciation of books
· To enable pupils to develop their reading to the best of their ability - to understand and use language effectively
· To enable pupils to fulfil their potential in literacy and oracy
· To equip pupils with the skills to become competent, confident users of language in all its form

Objectives: 
· To provide guidance on the school’s approach to reading that is clear to staff, pupils, parents/carers, commissioning schools and outside agencies
· To establish a coherent approach to reading across all subjects
· To create a supportive environment which encourages reading and develops skills enabling pupils to fulfil their potential in reading
· To ensure that the development of reading leads to all pupils making progress 

Roles and Responsibilities: 
The role of the Classroom Teacher/Subject Lead
All teachers:
· plan for and identify opportunities for reading
· plan for multisensory learning opportunities through English and include ICT where possible to enhance learning and further embed core literacy skills
· provide feedback to pupils which is diagnostic, formative and understood by pupils
· record pupil progress and set next steps for English lessons, creating targets based on learning needs. 
· model an appreciation of books, stories and other reading materials
· enable pupils to access age-appropriate stories and texts across a range of genres, styles and subjects. 
· liaise with the SENDCo to ensure data is shared and pupils’ needs are being met 

The role of the SLT
Senior Leaders should provide leadership in ensuring that: 
· a range of evidence is produced to support judgements regarding progress, achievement and attainment in reading
· regular monitoring of the progress of individuals and groups takes place and action is taken to promote achievement and progress
· analysis of assessment data on reading takes place regularly

Baseline Assessments on Entry using GL Assessments:
· GL Reading baselining assessment
· GL Spelling baselining assessment
· GL Dyslexia Screening Test (where appropriate)

Progress Checks and Reporting: 
· Performance data is collected 4 times per year and published three times a year for every pupil. 
· Teacher Assessed Levels [KS3] and Predicted Grades [KS4] are published to commissioning schools, pupils and parents and carers. 

Approaches and Strategies for Reading:
· Pupils will be encouraged to read regularly in all subjects and in other sessions 
e.g. Ready-to-Learn and Tutor time
· Pupils will be encouraged to read both fiction and non-fiction for pleasure and information
e.g. suggestions from pupils Percy Jackson, car magazines, Marvel comic books 
· Pupils will have the opportunity to take part in a guided reading session in a small group led by the teacher at least once per week
· Pupils will be taught the skills of reading graphics within texts; of interpretation of graphs and diagrams
· Teachers will provide a range of strategies to enable pupils to gain meaning from a text
e.g. text marking, cloze procedures, re-ordering of text sections
· Teachers will provide opportunities for extended reading, as well as close reading, skimming and scanning
· Staff will support pupils in extracting information from a text and making notes
· Texts should be decoded and age appropriate and a wide range of reading material should be available in each curriculum area
· Teaching rooms should be stocked with dictionaries

Reading interventions:
· Pupils are identified for interventions - as having serious gaps in their reading skills/low scores of below 9 years from the GL Assessment baseline test
· The teaching of phonics will be put in place for pupils with the specific need
Read, Write, Inc: Fresh Start to be used
· Regular intervention sessions put in place for pupils to follow a phonics programme or the Toe-by-Toe programme (see separate information in the Toe-by-Toe document on the website)
· Progress will be reviewed half-termly


Some of the ways parents/carers can support their child’s reading include:
· Download free e-books from the internet as some children find reading more enjoyable when they can do it on their tablets or phones
· Suggest that that video game play/social media time is matched with some time for reading e.g. 20 minutes of reading before going online
· Put subtitles on TV during certain programmes so that children can read along with the narration
· Listen to audiobooks
· Read the same book as your child to encourage discussion
· Let your child see you reading
· Set a time for reading – studies show that reading a book before bed promotes healthy sleep
· Encourage your child to read a range of texts, especially ones that match their interests - comics, magazines and newspapers are all acceptable. 
· Discuss what your child has learned during the school day and what their day consisted of – dialogue and recounting what has happened during the day helps to consolidate learning
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